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Message From the Director of  Department of  Human Services  
 

 It is my pleasure to provide you with the Annual Report for Federal Fiscal Year 2015 for the Rhode 

Island Department of Human Services, Office of Rehabilitation Services (ORS).  ORS is charged with 

empowering Rhode Islanders with disabilities who voluntarily wish to obtain and maintain employ-

ment, economic self-sufficiency, independence and full integration into society. Vocational Rehabilita-

tion Services; Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (SBVI); and Disability Determination Ser-

vices (DDS) provide a myriad of resources and services which enhance the quality of life for Rhode  

Islanders with disabilities. 

Younger individuals with disabilities and their families work with vocational rehabilitation counselors in order to make that  

important transition from school to post-secondary education and careers.  The business and labor community depend on ORS  

for trained, job-ready applicants.  

Rhode Islanders applying for social security disability benefits get accurate and timely decisions, and Services for the Blind 

and Visually Impaired provides services for individuals who are blind or have a visual impairment. ORS provides a comprehensive  

array of personalized services to Rhode Islanders with disabilities. 

In FFY2015, ORS provided 5,061 persons with disabilities with vocational  rehabilitation, training, and employment services.  

The Disability Determination Services adjudicated 18,459 claims for social security disability benefits. 

We are proud of the partnerships that our staff has developed with our citizen advisory councils, our customers and the  

community, which has contributed so much to the quality of life for individuals with disabilities in Rhode Island. 

Melba Depeña Affigne 
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 Message from the Associate Director  

 

On behalf of the Office of Rehabilitation Services, I am pleased to present to you the 2015 Annual 

Report.  The mission of the Office of Rehabilitation Services is to provide customized and  

comprehensive services to individuals with disabilities that will maximize their quality of life, self-

reliance, and economic independence in the community. 

 We have included success stories that reflect the diversity of our customers and their needs.  

We want to illustrate the partnership between our staff and our customer that makes rehabilitation work. 

 The Vocational Rehabilitation Program increases revenue at all levels of government and decreases the burden of income 

maintenance programs.  As persons with disabilities achieve an employment outcome, they become tax-paying citizens and more 

than pay back the cost of the program.   

 In 2015, ORS assisted 643 individuals with disabilities to obtain competitive employment.  With an emphasis on serving  

individuals with the most significant disabilities, ORS is making a real difference in the lives of individuals with disabilities and their 

families. The accomplishments outlined in this annual report reflect favorably on the efforts of the staff who, by hard work and 

commitment, have continued a long tradition of serving Rhode Islanders with disabilities. 

 We are also indebted to the Rhode Island State Rehabilitation Council, Statewide Independent Living Council, Governor s 

Advisory Council for the Blind & Visually Impaired, State Committee of Blind Vendors, and Rhode Island Council on Assistive 

Technology, for their partnership and help in maximizing the potential of persons with disabilities.  I also extend my appreciation to 

our hard-working and capable staff along with our many public and private partners. 

 

Ronald Racine 
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Message from the SRC Chair  
 

 

 The Rhode Island State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) serves as the consumer voice for 

the Office of Rehabilitation Services (ORS) program.  Participation by the SRC in the state  

planning process and policy development and revision assures that the consumer s voice will 

be heard.  Only when the consumer s voice is heard will individuals with disabilities accomplish  

independence, true community integration, and meaningful employment. 

 

 The membership of the SRC includes a broad range of stakeholders in order to assure 

that all individuals with disabilities are adequately represented and have a voice in the operation 

of ORS.  As Chair of the SRC, I am pleased to share the 2015 Annual Report.  This report highlights the SRC s activities during 

FFY2015.  

 

 The 2015 SRC Annual Report outlines the changes to the bylaws and subcommittee structure that were implemented at 

the conclusion of the 2014-2015 program year.  As regards subcommittees, all existing subcommittees except the State Plan 

and Policy Committee and the Leadership Development Committee were dissolved. The State Plan and Policy Committee and 

the Leadership Development Committee are now identified as standing committees and all members of the SRC now also sit on 

one of the two standing committees.  In the event that another committee is needed to address a particular issue, an ad hoc  

committee with specific goals, objectives, and timeline would be formed.    

 

 During the current program year the Leadership Development Committee has worked to develop comprehensive training 

materials and protocols to address the issues identified in the previous year s membership survey.  A detailed report of this  

committee s work is included in this report. 
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 The State Plan and Policy Committee has expended most of its efforts at this point on responding to a request for  

comment on proposed WIOA regulations and recent proposed policy changes within ORS.  ORS was not required to develop a 

state plan for the current program year, but rather has begun to develop the collaborative state plan.  As of  fall 2015, the SRC has 

been asked to collaborate with ORS in identifying how ORS will meet the requirements of  various components of the state plan.  

While we have just begun this work, we are hopeful that participation by the SRC in this planning process will result in enhanced 

services to those with disabilities. 

 

 It is a privilege to serve as Chair of the Rhode Island State Rehabilitation Council. The members of the Council are honored 

to provide leadership and work in partnership with the Office of Rehabilitation Services.  This report is submitted to document the  

important work of the SRC. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gail Lawson 

 

Gail M Lawson PhD. Chair SRC 
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The membership of the SRC includes a broad range of stakeholders in order to assure that all individuals with disabilities are  

adequately represented and have a voice in the operation of the Office of Rehabilitation Services. 
 

Chairperson, Gail Lawson, PhD. - Representing a community rehabilitation provider 

Vice Chair, Jeffrey Machado  Goodwill Industries of Rhode Island, Representing a community rehabilitation program service provider 

Co-Secretary, Lea Colardo  Sherlock Center, Representing. Education and a community rehabilitation program service provider 

Co-Secretary, Jack Ringland  Representing the Statewide Independent Living Council (Chair) and individuals with physical  

disabilities 

Margaret Benz - Representing business, industry and labor, and current or former applicants for Vocational Rehabilitation services 

Christina Battista - Representing current or former applicants for, or recipients of Vocational Rehabilitation services 

Christine Botts - Representing a community rehabilitation service provider and individuals who have difficulty representing themselves 

Rocco Bruno - Representing business, industry, and labor  

Cynthia Cote - Representing, business, industry, and labor and community rehabilitation service provider 

Dr. Mona Dorsinville-Phanor - Representing a community rehabilitation service provider 

Dr. Judith Drew - Representing business, industry, and labor and a community rehabilitation service provider 

Joan Fino - Representing a parent training and information center established pursuant to section 671 of the Individuals with  

Disabilities Education Act [20 U.S.C. 1471] 

Elizabeth Graves - Representing disability advocacy groups representing a cross section of individuals with physical, cognitive,  

sensory, and mental disabilities 

Dr. Yohann Greaves - Representing community health and disability advocacy groups representing a cross section of parents, family 

members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatives, of individuals with disabilities who have difficulty in representing  

themselves or are unable due to their disabilities to represent themselves 

Maryellen Hagerty  Sherlock Center, Representing education and community rehabilitation service provider 

Paul Harden - New England Institute of Technology, Representing business, industry, and labor 

State Rehabilitation Council  -  Committee Members  
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Committee Members (continued) 
 

Barbara Henry - Representing individuals with physical, cognitive, sensory (blind disabilities), and Statewide Independent Living Council 

Diana Kriner - Representing a parent training and information center established pursuant to section 671 of the Individuals with  

Disabilities Education Act [20 U.S.C. 1471] 

Lori Norris  The Center for Excellence and Advocacy, Representing community rehabilitation program service provider and individuals 

with cognitive, sensory, and mental disabilities 

Daniel Pieroni  Department of Education, Representing ORS consumers, current or former applicants for, or recipients of Vocational 

Rehabilitation Services 

Vincent Rossi  Department of Labor and Training Workforce Development Services, Representing disability advocacy groups  

representing a cross section of: parents, family members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatives, of individuals with  

disabilities who have difficulty in representing themselves or are unable due to their disabilities to represent themselves 

Catherine Sansonetti - Representing the Client Assistance Program established under section 732 of this title under 43 CFR part 370 

Jane Slade - Representing the State educational agency responsible for the public education of students with disabilities who are  

eligible to receive services under this subchapter and part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act [20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq.] 

Willa Truelove - Representing individuals with disabilities who have difficulty representing themselves and underserved populations 

Marilyn Walaska - Representing business, industry, and labor 

Mr. Kim Wennermark  Veterans Administration, Representing ORS consumers, current or former applicants for, or recipients of  

Vocational Rehabilitation Services 

Diana Marcotte  ORS Liaison 

Ronald Racine, Associate Director 

Kathleen Grygiel, Administrator VR  

Laurie DiOrio, Administrator of SBVI 

Nancy Baker - Facilitator/Contact 
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3rd Row:  Dan Pieroni, Christine Botts, Yohann Greaves, Joan Fino, Linda Deschenes, Ron Racine, Vin Rossi, Lori Norris, Willa Truelove, Rocco Bruno, Nancy Baker 

2nd Row:  Catherine Sansonetti, Jane Slade, JoAnn Nannig, Marilyn Welsaka, Diana Marcotte, Judy Drew, Peggy Benz, Cindy Cote, Diana Kriner, Maryellen Hagarty 

1st Row:  Kelley Conti, Elizabeth Graves, Mona Dorsinville-Phanor, Gail Lawson, Jeff Machado, Lea Colardo, Barbara Henry, Christina Baptista, Jack Ringland 

 
 

2015 Annual Meeting  
May 12, 2015 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Warwick  


